[bookmark: _GoBack]The Magic debugger is a “dollar utility” called “DDC”.

DDC is the Meditech Magic Debugger.
It is a color version of “DDT” “Dynamic Debugging Tool”.   A bit of a pun from the name of an infamous insecticide.

Application programs in Meditech live in the % directory, so they get called with a % prefix, %Z.name.inversion  %Z.on.device, %ADM.PAT.do.something.in adm etc.

System utilities are stored in the $ directory, which is per SEGMENT (typically per machine), so $DDC,   $MAIL.NEW  $WHO.N   $INFO.I, $DATE $CTMSG etc.

There is a “Z’ program Z.ddc that is a variation on DDC that allows you to make the debugger invoke only for certain devices or certain users.   It functions the same as $DDC otherwise.   You can duplicate this feature with a simple IF statement like this:

IF{@.user=”IATRIC” $DDC(“HI THERE”)

Here is a demonstration of the features of DDC.   In this example we have a MIS report which is looking at the data in some spool file pages and to help perfect some manipulation of that data we want to look at variables and temp data with the debugger.

The string you put in as the “A” argument to the $DDC utility appears in the prompt.
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What happens in this macro is that I put spool file data per page into a temporary structure /TXT[LN] and on certain pages I want to reformat the data.   I am trying to find the spots on those pages by looking for two empty lines in a row.

The “FIND LINES” sub macro has a call to the DDC utility at the end of checking all the lines for 2 CR/LF values in a row.   When I run the macro, I get this:
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The commands at the DDC prompt you can use are:

? shows the current variables and their values
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?? Go through all symbol tables and show all variables for each.
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>  shows bytes used/bytes available in current symbol table
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; allows you to write line of code, most often used to look at data structures like this

;$G(“”)
The “Get” command allows you to look at memory based and disk based globals

Syntax is $G(“”)
Then print on prompt defaults to S
Then provide the prefix and global you want to look at at the “Node(s): “ prompt
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